
 

ODC Writer-in-Residence (Independent Contractor) 
Background 
ODC is a ground-breaking contemporary arts institution: a world class dance company, a presenting 
theater, and a dance school. Known nationally for its entrepreneurial savvy as well as artistic innovation, 
the organization is unique for its fully integrated vision. Operating in San Francisco’s Mission District for 
more than 48 years, our programs and activities contribute to San Francisco’s vibrant dance and arts 
ecosystem, community development, arts education, and access to creative art-making. ODC strives to 
cultivate artists, inspire audiences, engage the community, and foster diversity and inclusion through 
dance performance, training and mentorship. 
 
Summary and Objectives of Role 
The ODC Writer-in-Residence is an independent contractor who plays a unique role at the nexus of 
ODC's artistry, creative process and current and potential audiences for the ODC Company, ODC Theater 
Resident Artists and ODC Theater's Presented artists. The WIR provides insight and context of specific 
works, a dynamic framework for contemporary dance that highlights its connection to the broader 
social/cultural milieu, introduces a critical vocabulary to the public, and furthers ODC's mission to foster 
diversity and inclusivity through dance.  
 
While the written word is still the primary format with which the WIR will capture and explore traces of 
dance's ephemeral form, ODC embraces the potential of a WIR with podcasting and/or digital 
storytelling skills. The ideal candidate will play an active and leading role in designing and delivering 
original content and in the dissemination strategy for that content in the way that independent 
journalists at Pro Publica, California Sunday and other journalistic outlets are doing in the evolving 
media and cultural landscape. Reflecting ODC's values and commitment to both excellence and access, 
the WIR shall have editorial independence but will be encouraged to emphasize inquiry and analysis 
rather than judgment.  
 
Compensation / Nature of Role 
This is an independent contract role and does not constitute employment with ODC. The contract role is 
compensated at $15,000 per/year (in monthly installments) and subject to annual review/renewal. The 
contractor consults with The ODC Theater Director, The ODC Founding Artistic Director and the 
Executive Director. 

Deliverables 
Specific deliverables will include a regularly scheduled blog (currently branded as "Dance Stories"), 
program notes, editorial artist feature(s), performance review or previews. Additional deliverables and 
editorial calendar will be developed in consultation with the ODC Theater Director and Artistic Director. 



Deliverables may also include podcast(s), moderation of panel discussion(s), artist "talk backs" or curtain 
talks, written or recorded interviews, guest editorial or guest column features. 
 
Desired Qualifications, skills, and experience 

• Excellent written and verbal communication skills 
• Expert editorial skills 
• Ability to work and interact well with individuals from various backgrounds in a culturally 

diverse, fast-paced, community and team-oriented environment 
• Deep knowledge of contemporary dance and a thorough understanding of the Bay Area's dance, 

arts and broader cultural landscapes 
• Fluency with digital media outlets 
• Strong research skills  
• Organized, with excellent skills in prioritizing and time-management; strong creative problem-

solving abilities 
• Ability to work independently and as part of an effective team 
• Demonstrable knowledge of working with marketing/communications teams, media contacts 

and with branding guidelines 
• Candidates with backgrounds in cultural journalism / media welcome  

 
Required qualifications 

• Must be over 18 years of age and eligible to work in the US 
• Must reside primarily in the San Francisco Bay Area 
• Bachelor of Arts degree and five years of relevant professional experience. 

 
To Apply: 

• Please email (by 6pm, August 20, 2019) to:  HR@odc.dance: 
o Resume  
o Cover letter  
o Summary proposal outlining how you would approach content creation and editorial 

calendar as well as proposed strategy for dissemination of original content to maximize 
its reach and impact.   

o Four writing samples:  
§ blog entry 
§ a performance preview or artist feature 
§ a performance review 
§ a sample of your choice (e.g.; program note, support article, critical essay, 

dramaturgical treatment, etc.) 
o Optional: include a sample podcast, interview and/or recording / transcript of a 

moderated panel conversation or presentation. 
 

• Reference "Writer in Residence" in the subject line.  
• Note, incomplete applications will not be considered. 

 
Principals only.   Recruiters, please don't contact this opportunity poster. 
Please do not contact opportunity poster about other services, products or commercial interests. 
 


