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SAN FRANCISCO, CA, February 20, 2024 – ODC/Dance has announced new details about its annual home 
season at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, March 27 – March 31. Featuring two alternating programs 
and five major works including three world premieres, Dance Downtown invites the viewer on a 
visceral, thought-provoking journey and simply breathtaking dance. 
  



ODC | 351 Shotwell Street, San Francisco CA 94110 
 
Page 2 of 4 

In conjunction with Dance Downtown, the company’s annual Gala will take place on Friday, March 29. 
Tickets, starting at $30, are now on sale at odc.dance/downtown. 
  
Newly inducted into the California Hall of Fame, ODC Founder and Artistic Director Brenda Way will 
show two works at Dance Downtown next month. The first, appearing on Program A, is a premiere titled 
A Brief History of Up and Down. Inspired by “the evolution of beauty” she has witnessed in dance over a 
55-year trajectory at ODC, A Brief History of Up and Down explores questions about ways of seeing, 
listening and moving – from the simple to the virtuosic. “When does walking become dancing? Does 
music always determine the mood? How does movement re-interpret a mood?” asks Way. 
 
On Friday, March 1, the public is invited to attend ODC/Dance Unplugged, offering a behind-the-scenes 
look at the making of A Brief History of Up and Down. Ticket-buyers are invited to a reception at 6 p.m. 
before the performance at 7 p.m. For reservations, visit odc.dance/unplugged. 
  
Program B of Dance Downtown will present Collision, Collapse and a Coda. At its premiere last year, the 
work was hailed as “a propulsive minor masterpiece,” a work that “holds the moment and makes us feel 
less alone in it” (San Francisco Chronicle). A full-company piece created “in response to the crushing 
weight of the 24-hour news cycle, Collision, Collapse and a Coda nevertheless succeeds in finding a way 
toward consolation, one found in music and in the care and affection of intimate relationships,” said 
Way. The piece incorporates music from Aphex Twin, David Lang, Jay Cloidt and Chopin.  
  
Kimi Okada is an associate choreographer and founding member of ODC. Dance Downtown will present 
a new work by Okada titled Inkwell, drawing inspiration from the cartoons of Max Fleischer and his 
black-and-white universe of oddballs, misfits and maniacs. Fleischer is perhaps most famous for his 
invention of the character Betty Boop. With a nod to Fleischer’s cultural milieu, Okada turns to physical 
comedy, vaudeville, early cinema and jazz to explore “the power of demagogues over unwitting humans 
and the path from seduction to indoctrination.” Inkwell will be performed on Program A. 
  
The third premiere at Dance Downtown will appear on Program B: goutte par goutte by guest artist 
Sonya Delwaide. “Goutte par goutte traces the human journey of becoming who we are through the 
storms of our lived experiences,” said Delwaide. Loosely inspired by the choreographer’s study of 
ancient Greek philosophy, and set to a contemporary score by Jarby McCoy and Pulitzer and Grammy 
award-winning artist Caroline Shaw, goutte par goutte invites us to question our resilience and 
resistance, what we keep and what we let wash away. 
  
Finally, ODC/Dance will remount a favorite work from its repertory: Dead Reckoning (2015) by ODC 
Fellow KT Nelson. Dead Reckoning casts an eye on the subject of climate change. After a sabbatical in 
Death Valley, Nelson was inspired to explore “how humanity has lost its way,” failing to live in balance 
with Mother Nature. The term “dead reckoning” refers to navigation without the predictable reference 
point of the stars, increasing the likelihood of error. “Today the rate of change in nature is 
unprecedented,” said Nelson. “How will we negotiate it? Are we in a time of dead reckoning?” 
 
Dead Reckoning will be performed on both Programs A and B, and features commissioned music by 
celebrated cellist and composer Joan Jeanrenaud. 
  
NEW DANCER KATIE LAKE 
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This season, ODC/Dance welcomes a new addition, Katie Lake. Lake returns to the Bay Area from New 
York City where she freelanced with a number of companies, performing in creations by Bryan Arias, 
Emilie Leriche, Olivier Wevers and Andi Schermoly, among many others. While in New York, Lake was 
also a company member of Gibney from 2017 – 18. 
  
No stranger to ODC, Lake most recently performed at ODC Theater at the 2022 State of Play festival, 
touring with Portland, Maine-based company little house dance. Before that she performed at ODC 
Theater as a guest artist with SFDanceworks in 2019. After graduating summa cum laude from Alonzo 
King LINES Ballet’s BFA program at Dominican University of California, Lake performed with Garrett + 
Moulton Productions in their 2012 Season at ODC Theater, eventually touring with the company to 
Switzerland. 
  
At the end of the tour, Lake was hired as a soloist at Saarländisches Staatstheater in Saarbrücken, 
Germany. In her four years with the company she performed in more than 50 performances a year of 
contemporary repertoire including works by world-renowned artists such as Ohad Naharin, Johan Inger, 
Alexander Ekman, Stijn Celis, Marguerite Donlon and Kenneth MacMillan, among others. 
  
Lake grew up in Massachusetts, and received her primary dance training at the Dance Studio of 
Wakefield and Northeast School of Ballet with additional training at Boston Ballet, the Joffrey School of 
Ballet, Miami City Ballet and Kaatsbaan. 
  
In addition to Lake, the company this season includes Jeremy Bannon-Neches, Jaime Garcia Castilla, 
Brandon W. Freeman "Private,” Rachel Furst, Jenna Marie, Ryan Rouland Smith, Christian Squires, 
Colton Wall and Miche Wong. 
  
GALA 
  
ODC will hold its annual Gala on Friday, March 29. This one-night-only event will accompany Dance 
Downtown, Program A, featuring world premieres by Brenda Way and Kimi Okada. Proceeds from ticket 
sales support ODC and its mission to inspire audiences, cultivate artists, and foster diversity and 
inclusion through dance. 
  
The Gala will take place in both the Forum and Blue Shield of California Theater at Yerba Buena Center 
for the Arts. This year’s Gala chair is Navid Armstrong. The honorary chairs are Laurene Powell Jobs and 
Jennifer Siebel Newsom. Tickets start at $190, and tables may be reserved for $10,000 on up. For more 
information and to make a reservation, visit odc.dance/gala. 
  
ABOUT ODC 
  
Founded in 1971 by Artistic Director Brenda Way, ODC is a groundbreaking contemporary arts 
institution: a world-class dance company (ODC/Dance), a theater with year-round presenting and 
mentorship programs (ODC Theater), a training school for dancers and movers of all levels (ODC School), 
and a fee-free, educational Healthy Dancers’ Clinic. Known nationally for its entrepreneurial savvy and 
artistic innovation, ODC is unique for its holistic vision, now including a robust digital platform. With its 
home in San Francisco’s Mission District, ODC makes a dynamic contribution to the Bay Area’s vibrant 
dance and arts ecosystem, cultivating artists, inspiring audiences, engaging the community, and 
fostering diversity and inclusion through dance performance, training and mentorship. 
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FACT SHEET 
 

WHAT:  
ODC/Dance presents DANCE DOWNTOWN featuring world premieres by Brenda Way, Kimi Okada and 
guest choreographer Sonya Delwaide alongside two of the company’s repertory works. 
 

Program A: 
A Brief History of Up and Down (world premiere) by Brenda Way  
Inkwell (world premiere) by Kimi Okada 
Dead Reckoning (2015) by KT Nelson 
 
Program B: 
goutte par goutte (world premiere) by Sonya Delwaide 
Collision, Collapse and a Coda (2023) by Brenda Way  
Dead Reckoning by KT Nelson 
 

WHEN: 
March 27 – 31, 2024 
 
Program A: 
Wednesday, March 27 at 7:30 p.m. (Ticketed Preview) 
Friday, March 29 at 8 p.m. (Gala) 
Sunday, March 31 at 5 p.m.  
 
Program B: 
Thursday, March 28 at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 30 at 7:30 p.m. (LGBTQIA+ Night) 
 
WHERE:  
Blue Shield of California Theater at YBCA 
700 Howard Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
 
TICKETS:  
$30 - $100 
To purchase tickets for Dance Downtown visit odc.dance/downtown or call the box office at 415-863-
9834.  
 
Tickets for the Gala start at $190, and tables start at $10,000. For reservations, visit odc.dance/gala or 
call the development office at 415-549-8508. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
www.odc.dance 
For all press inquiries please contact John Hill at john@johnhillpr.com. 
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