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ODC/DANCE DEDICATES SUMMER SAMPLER TO
THE MEMORY OF THE LATE ELEANOR COPPOLA

ODC/Dance also welcomes new dancer Addison Norman

July 18 — 21, 2024

odc.dance/summersampler

SAN FRANCISCO, CA, June 17, 2024 — ODC/Dance has announced it will honor the memory of Eleanor
Coppola at Summer Sampler next month. Coppola, who passed away in April, was a close friend and
tireless supporter of ODC for over four decades, serving in roles from costume designer to advisory
board member.

After ODC moved to San Francisco in 1976 and was in search of rehearsal space, Coppola offered her
home to the company while she and her children joined her husband, Francis Ford Coppola, who was



shooting Apocalypse Now in the Philippines. Coppola stayed close to the company in the years that
followed, designing the costumes for Yellow Wallpaper (1989), a solo by ODC Founder and Artistic
Director Brenda Way, followed by Way’s Western Women trilogy.

“Ellie traveled with ODC/Dance on our month-long tour to Russia in 1989, filming many of our
adventures just as the Berlin Wall came down,” said Way; adding, “she hosted our earliest fall fundraiser
at her family’s winery in Rutherford; and she was always such a keen observer of life and art, helping me
think through both artistic and business challenges.”

Weeks before Coppola passed away, she sent Way costume ideas for her latest piece, A Brief History of
Up and Down, which will be remounted as part of the program for Summer Sampler. In addition to this
work, ODC/Dance will present a world premiere by guest choreographer Catherine Galasso.

Summer Sampler takes place at ODC Theater July 18 — 21, Thursday - Saturday, at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday
at 5 p.m. Tickets, starting at $29, are now on sale at odc.dance/summersampler.

10,000 STEPS: A DANCE ABOUT ITS OWN MAKING

Catherine Galasso has earned a reputation for stunning avant-garde collaborations performed at venues
including Danspace Project and La MaMa in New York, the Bibliothéque National in Paris, and MoCA
Santa Barbara, as well as underground bank vaults, grand marble staircases and apple orchards. But her
connection to ODC goes back to the beginning of her professional career when she participated in the
organization’s Pilot Program straight out of college, followed not long after by a three-year ODC Theater
artist residency. The culmination of her residency was an evening-length work, Bring On The Lumiere!
(2011), which was nominated for an lzzie Award and is now featured in the Oxford Handbook of
Screendance Studies.

Most recently, Bay Area audiences will remember Galasso for Alone Together (2018). By flipping the
orientation of the proscenium and placing the audience on the stage and the performers in the seats,
the piece playfully dissects the relationship between viewer and subject. The cast won an lzzie Award for
outstanding achievement in performance, and the San Francisco Chronicle likened the work to “a
treasure chest so packed with jewels that the lid won’t stay down." Galasso later turned the work into a
film which screened at ODC Theater’s 2021 summer dance festival.

This year’s Summer Sampler marks Galasso’s first collaboration with ODC'’s flagship dance company.
Titled 10,000 Steps: A Dance About Its Own Making, the work is built on the self-imposed constraint of
exactly 10,000 steps, investigating the “liminal theatrical space between locomotion and dance.” While
giving a nod to the 10,000-steps-a-day fitness trend, 10,000 Steps: A Dance About Its Own Making
ultimately casts its attention on itself. “My dances are always about the actual people inside —the
performers — and the conditions that surround them, while also revealing something deeper: grief,
remorse, joy and wonder,” said Galasso.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF UP AND DOWN

In February this year, ODC Founder and Artistic Director Brenda Way was inducted into the California
Hall of Fame for her history-making contributions to the state and for embodying California’s spirit of
innovation. And her newest work, which premiered in March at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, was
immediately viewed through the lens of her long life in the arts.
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Representing the two poles of her artistic formation — part classical values imparted at New York City
Ballet’s elite school under the direction of George Balanchine, part postmodern dance’s repudiation of
virtuosity and spectacle — A Brief History of Up and Down offers “a kind of biography,” said Rachel
Howard for the San Francisco Chronicle. She went on to describe it as “lush and substantial,” evincing a
“beautifully light touch” and “tender, joyful partnering.”

For her part, Way says she was inspired by “the evolution of beauty” that she has witnessed in dance
over her 55-year trajectory at ODC. A Brief History explores questions about ways of seeing, listening
and moving — from the simple to the virtuosic. “When does walking become dancing? Does music make
the meaning? How does movement re-interpret a mood?” she asks.

NEW DANCER ADDISON NORMAN

This season, ODC/Dance welcomes new dancer Addison Norman, who joins the company after
participating in ODC’s 74th Pilot Program for emerging choreographers in March. As a dancer, Norman’s
credits include appearances with SALT2 Contemporary Dance in Salt Lake City, Utah; Dance Theatre X in
Austin, Texas; and Full Stop Dance in San Francisco.

Originally from Dallas, Norman received a B.A. in Dance, a B.S. in Exercise Science and a Pre-Medical
Certificate from The University of Texas at Austin. There, she studied under the direction of Charles O.
Anderson, performing works by Jenn Freeman, Rennie Harris, Stephanie Martinez, Gesel Mason,
Courtney Mazeika, and Rena Butler together with Manuel Vignoulle. Norman received additional
training at The Ailey School, Northwest Dance Project, American Dance Festival and Orsolina 28, where
she closely studied works by Marco Geocke, Jifi Kylian, Crystal Pite and Yin Yue.

ABOUT ODC

Founded in 1971 by Artistic Director Brenda Way, ODC is a groundbreaking contemporary arts
institution: a world-class dance company (ODC/Dance), a theater with year-round presenting and
mentorship programs (ODC Theater), a training school for dancers and movers of all levels (ODC School),
and a fee-free, educational Healthy Dancers’ Clinic. Known nationally for its entrepreneurial savvy and
artistic innovation, ODC is unique for its holistic vision, now including a robust digital platform. With its
home in San Francisco’s Mission District, ODC makes a dynamic contribution to the Bay Area’s vibrant
dance and arts ecosystem, cultivating artists, inspiring audiences, engaging the community, and
fostering diversity and inclusion through dance performance, training and mentorship.
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WHAT:

ODC/Dance presents SUMMER SAMPLER featuring a world premiere by guest choreographer Catherine
Galasso alongside the revival of Brenda Way’s A Brief History of Up and Down.

WHEN:

July 18 - 21, 2024

Thursday — Saturday at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday at 5 p.m.

WHERE:

ODC Theater
3153 17th Street
San Francisco, CA 94110

TICKETS:
$29 - $104
Tickets on sale at odc.dance/summersampler or by phone at 415-863-9834.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

odc.dance
For all press inquiries please contact John Hill at john@johnhillpr.com.
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